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IN THE SUB-CARPATHIAN REGION1

This paper examines intersectorial partnerships (IPs) interpreting them through the prism of governance. IPs 

-
cluded that LAGs are run in the way typical of the representative democracy standing in contradiction to some 

and the positive outcomes of the projects are likely to produce much added-value in the rural communities.
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Intersectorial partnerships (IPs) – understood in terms of voluntary cooperation of enti-
-

2

creating such partnerships. At the same time, the results of cooperation of three sectors, or 

 1 
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 2010: 11.
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support creating IPs, which were named in the catalogue of auxiliary instruments for rural 
 

Poland).

Carpathian region, their creation and operation. LAGs resulted from the implementation of 

-

goals and activities framed in projects rises the next assumption of a utilitarian approach to 
local development and IPs as still another way of getting money from the EU.

of the project „Intersectorial Partnerships in the Process of Creation And Implementation of 
scheduled for 2010-2013 and 

-

of Sociology of Rural Areas, the Institute of Sociology, Nicolaus Copernicus University in 
... 2010).

-

the theory of rational choice, game theory, the theory of social capital, the theory of network 

„Governance is a negotiation mechanism for formulating and implementing policy that 
actively seeks the involvement of stakeholders (...). It is a model of decision-making that 

Governance is a dynamic and interactive, complex and multi-level process implemented in 
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-

status;

;
the use of various instruments to implement the goals of social policy: application of 

-
portunity to articulate those social needs and interests, which are not expressed properly 

-
cal decisions.

dimension to the discourse and practice of governance is the concept of  

governmental organization; on the other hand – in decreasing the legitimacy of politics and 

Intersectorial partnership is the form of cooperation and the mechanism of coordinating 
decisions in the network environment. According to strategic documents and normative acts, 

-

-
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3

The results of the research on the LAGs presented in this paper are only preliminary. 

-
search project conducted in 2009 indicated that in a sample of 46 LAGs from all over Poland 

4 ( ... 2010: 33; see 

of the Polish LAGs.

The core mission of the LAGs is to author, update and implement strategies of local 
development. According to the Local Government Act of March the 8th 1990, community 

 3 

 4 

-
resentation of the three sectors.
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community governments are interested in IPs as the mechanism supporting local develop-

 and Królikowska 2010: 78); as well as the data presented 
in the report (

( ... 2010: 19).

Entity that initiated LAG

Local government
NGO

Individual
Hard to say
Other
Missing data

Local needs
Rich traditions of local cooperation

Selected institutions and organizations were invited

Informal contacts were used
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The way of decision-making in LAGs

Getting consensus without voting

By circulating the decision draft

Hard to say

Getting consensus without voting

By circulating the decision draft

Hard to say

were expected to give their remarks in writing

The project was discussed during a dedicated 

Other

The strategy was accepted without consultation.

Yes

No

Missing data

Yes

No

Missing data
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the participation of citizens

Consultations during meetings of local councils

Taking surveys
Other

Yes
No
Hard to say
Missing data

Yes
No
Hard to say
Missing data

-

worthy to mention that according to the results reported in 
-

... 2010: 17–18).
In the prevailing majority of LAGs an open formula of recruiting partners was enacted – all 
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or only some of them were selected; what was the criterion of selection. Half of the surveyed 

participatory interactions (Kooiman 2010: 82).

representative democracy. The overwhelming majority of the respondents pointed at voting 

conduct the decision-making process that comes-up with a consensus, as well as the concern 

... 2010: 24).

-

-

-

2010: 38).
-

-
cated passing the strategy of voting without previous consultations.

-
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5. Their future – although holding 
-

accomplished projects.

5. CONCLUSIONS

also implementing structures, instead of until now administrations. Intersectorial partner-

are the arrangements aggregating resources of all sectors and empowering their representatives 

administrative cultures of particular social and institutional milieu. The studied LAGs were 

-
cietal expectations and claims. On the other hand, IPs are the platform of co-deciding and 
cooperating of various actors; furthermore they perform the tasks aimed at local welfare. 

The supremacy of the local authorities in the LAGs determines the way in which the part-
nerships are run, especially in reference to their decision-making procedures, which are typical 

-

them; decisions are at the most consulted rather than negotiated. The results of the present 

-

attitude of the stakeholders towards their partnerships and rather adjusting their activities in 

innovative and creative structures, likely to produce much added-value in rural communities.

 5 It is worthy to mention that there are some LAGs that were created as successors of previously existing IPs. 
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