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The European Union promotes a policy of decentralization aimed at strengthening regional 

on the conceptualization of the region and its associated concepts, and methodological ap-
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-

and conditions of a highly competitive economy. There are factors, which appearance gives 

-
tant to measure the competitiveness in static terms, than in the dynamic construction of this 
factor. A construction of the competitiveness of the region is a dynamic concept leading to 

is a result of an accumulation of human and social capital and good infrastructure in a region.
A social capital also facilitates a cooperation within groups and international corporations, 

a collective learning process and is a key element of creation, diffusion and transformation of 

capital reinforces the value of networks as a stimulus to the creation of regional clusters and 
regional strategies of innovation and politics. This issue is particularly important for less 
developed regions which possess a weaker social capital and a weaker popularisation of 
science and knowledge. Under such conditions such regions have to face the fundamental 

Emphasizing the important roles of non-material forms of capital as a factor of develop-

-

The results presented in this paper come from the diploma research project „Human and 

 

A common feature of human and social capital is the origin of these concepts in the oppo-
sition to physical capital. In the second half of the twentieth century world economic thinking 
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-
son for differences in income and standard of living in different countries and regions. This 
theory also predicted that in the long run, level of capital per capita in rich and poor regions, 

numerous empirical studies. In the light of these studies these differences in the resources 
of endogenous factors (including human and social capital) determine the remaining differ-

regional policy is to encourage the internal resources (endogenous) of a region. A successful 

An analysis of the most important factors determining the success of a local or regional 

the process of development. It is widely recognized that the success of development pro-

-

cultural identity and socio-political structure of the region and taking into account the need 

-

of a regional population, health (expressed e.g. with a life expectancy and infant mortality), 
-

differences in resources of endogenous factors (including human and social capital) deter-
mine the remaining differences in the levels of a development of countries and regions. One of 

 
of a region.

The awareness of the multidimensional nature of relationships and relations shap-
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of capitals – human and social – on the regional development, would prove the existence of 

sample of the adult population of the region – 1067 sample size of the respondents),
the local leaders of society – the representatives of the political and opinion-forming 
elite,
the greatest entrepreneurs in Podkarpackie (the local leaders and the social entrepreneurs 

-
tion what was the size and resources of the human capital social capital in Podkarpackie and to 
what extent these capitals are used in the mechanism of the functioning of the social and 
the economic life of the region and its development.

The evaluation of the spatial diversity of the human capital indicates that the essential line of 

are characterized with lower levels of human capital resources. With a help of constructed 
2

the highest level of resources characterized the Rzeszów municipal county. The group of coun-

-

 2 

is called the characteristics demographic potential of the regions. The second category of the indirect indica-

and socio-economic activity of the population in the counties. See: Kotarski 2011.
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i ure  

The scope of the use of social and human capital in the mechanism of functioning of 

level of the synthetic indexes of the measurement of the different dimensions of a social 
capital was associated with the age of the people, their level of education, employment status, 

 0,651–0,851
 0,6–0,65
 0,576–0,599
 0,5–0,575
 0,4–0,499
 0,001–0,399

Level of the Human Capital Quality indicator
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level of civic engagement and level of religious activities. The high level of education and 
the employment status of residents positively affected on the higher social capital resources. 

to the category of the great potential, which is practically not used in the development of 
the region. Using their activities for the development of the local community could lead to 

3.

potential of a human and social capital of the residents.

were two municipal counties – Rzeszów and Krosno, which, according to the research are 

-

 3 
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4. SUMMARY

development I assumed that the two forms of capitals are the essential theoretical categories 

the development of the region may also have a practical dimension. The analysis of existing 

showed, in my opinion, a need to their continuation in other regions, and further research on 

concerned only the capital of the region. Extending research on the all regions of Eastern 
Poland and considering the results of studies carried out in Podkarpacie as the contemporary 

-

resources that can affect the important (from the point of view of a region) areas. The results 

-

-

social energy of people. A variety of institutional actors, social organizations or individuals 
involved in the management of the local community would make its functioning in more ef-
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