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*

 

the last two centuries experienced numerous political and administrative changes, including the period after 

-

have revealed differences in the institutional support of the health care and social assistance and the similarities 
in the experience of unemployment.

1

at the end of 2011. In other words, the goal of this paper is to compare the unemployment 

of the 20th century and at the turn of the 20th and 21th centuries.
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 1 

the Polish Sociological Association in 2012.
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In this place I would like to focus on the changes that have taken place over the last 

the past it covered parts of Lviv, Ternopil and Stanislawow voivodeships (so called the East-

the San river and covered areas of the former Russian voivodeship. According to Norman 

-

The further political and administrative changes have resulted in changes in social con-
-

ship and Podkarpacie has gained the status of the separate ethno-geographic region, what is 

-
teristics of the unemployed in the last decade.

774 diaries sent from all over the country. At the end of 1931 in Krakow voivodeship were 
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(...) during the times of the trough of the industrial crisis almost every third worker was 
unemployed” (Landau and Tomaszewski 1982: 123).

the authors expressed her faith in Marshal Pilsudski as a providential man who knows how 

the organizers of the memoir competition. The unemployed were in the case of the Krakow 

, vol. I 1967: 495).
The other forms of assistance were gained from the private or philanthropic nature of 

friends, and even strangers. The important role for the memoirist No. 48 had her faith in 

, vol. I, 1967: 448).
th century suffered from a lack of 

-
cates, references” ( , vol. I 1967: 495). Pre-war memoirists received 

in harmony, setting up a kind of a small family” ( , vol. I 1967: 490).

, titled 

(„Student”) used the training in accounting, which she had done when she was unemployed, 
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survive for two months” (

weeks, I had nothing to put to my pot (...) it was always something missing in my house. To 

family” (

entire life a work was the most important issue, I have learned to appreciate it properly when 
I could not work nowhere” ( , vol. II 1967: 222).

-
petition for the memoirs of the unemployed. There were posted 1700 works (1635 of them 

-

-

milk, potatoes, soup. (...) There was nothing to heat the oven. On the windows was a 5-centi-

-
manent source of income in our house literally started to live with us a threat of poverty” 

health pension which were one of the most important sources of income. Unemployed women 
had a support sourced in their faith, and stated that without religious solace their life would 
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and the memoirist from the period of the political transformation (1990–2000) relate mainly 

-
cal care. Teresa Krok said: „I have got a treatment in a psychiatric clinic already for 6 years. 

unemployed during the time of a serious illness her son was treated with a home methods 

the school. All of them were actively seeking for work, including the intensive writing of re-

up their unemployed time, allow to and send resumes and applications, making phone calls 

responses to their applications and documents posted to the companies. Only one of the mem-

she wanted to undertake professional work despite of her care on the young daughters and 

-
sation in exchange for giving up her return to work at the school: „At the same time I needed 

-
oirists undertook the activities in the private enterprise (food kiosk, internet cafe, work as 

insect and the intruder”2

 2 -
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-

the new situation. The roles of wife and mother were very important to the authors of memoirs, 

scenarios, assuming permanent or temporary migration, searching for unregistered work and 
-

experience of unemployment,

– they experienced a long period of negative emotions: anxiety, anger, rage, jealousy, shame, 
humiliation, a long, sometimes chronic, psychosocial stress, and as the result they were 

-

and the support or help from a family and friends,
– they were not socially excluded, although they limited their social contacts to family 

-
-

 

educated, they experienced similar experiences (material poverty, threats to a health security) 
th cen-

 
a medical care.

-

to make a social diagnosis, sometimes with the intention of improving the existing situa-
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Voivode
ship

e

2000 200 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 200 20 0

M 10,3 12,2 14,0 13,9 13,7 15,0 14,0 11,4 8,8 7,1 9,4 10,7

PL 13,1 15,1 17,5 18,1 18,0 19,0 17,6 14,8 11,4 9,5 11,9 11,6

 

Within the period of 12 years the most of the registered unemployed (363,550) were 

were the following ones: 3 million 217 thousand in 2002 and 1 million 474 thousand in 

-

situation regarding unemployment did not affect the whole region. There were and there are 

e 2

o 2002 20 0

2,0 8,8
Brzeski 16,0 11,9
Chrzanowski 15,0 13,9

22,0 19,1
Gorlicki 19,0 13,8
Krakowski 7,0 11,4
Limanowski 21,0 17,2
Miechowski 2,0 9,7

14,0 12,8
20,0 17,6

Nowotarski 10,0 12,4
Olkuski 11,9 14,2
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e 2 cont.

o 2002 20 0

12,0 12,4

Proszowicki 7,0 11,9

Suski 6,0 10,4

Tarnowski 17,0 13,6

4,0 10,0

Wadowicki 13,0 12,0

Wielicki 9,0 10,9

 (2010) and 
2002 (2004)

-

-

-

increased to 28 points”. The similar situation occurred in the Mazowieckie voivodship, where 

While the comparisons with the other voivodeships look positive, certain socio-demo-

-

unemployed and people with a vocational education.
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-
nomic and demographic development, and social development were estimated as very high 
(  2010). The voivodeship also 
has got the positive assessment of the foreign experts specializing in the regional researches 
(Bukowski 2011).

The social policy in the areas of employment and unemployment had the active charac-
-

expenses was similar to the previous one). As a result of these programs 20,747 unemployed 

categories of persons are people employed at intervention works (2734) and socially useful  
works (1997).

-

-

in the recovery from a professional inactivity (
 2010).

to reduce the negative effects of years of forced inactivity, and was conducted according to 
the principles of „activating the unemployed” and „social inclusion”.

3. SUMMARY

-

the second wave of system reforms reveal the price that people pay for this division. Based 

respecting. One of the memoirists summarized it: „What is harmful for me at work is that 
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The diachronic perspective reveals continuity and change in experiencing and coping with 

compare the fate of unemployed women (with the one exception), their experienced poverty 
(with the one exception) and psychosocial strategies to cope with the lack of employment.

cities than in rural areas, disadvantage of the young people in opportunities to get registered 
employment, and the activation of the unemployed with a help of various forms of social 

-

and Smagacz-Poziemska 2011). The experts, journalists, and politicians sometimes agree that 

-

and long-run forms, and seeking for the other types of protection (medical, pension, retire-

that the regional social policy in this period was focused on the professional activation 

-

market policy with the activating attitude to the unemployed, and their relatively more 
 

voivodeships.
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